
 

It was wonderful to welcome Geordie Beamish back to Whanganui Collegiate School, eleven years after he 

left. On a private visit with family, he was able to meet current athletes and leading sports students from 

Whanganui Collegiate School. The Beamish group attended a special dinner with members of Athletics 

Whanganui and parents of athletes who shared memories of their children competing alongside Hugo and 

George during their school years.  

 

 Geordie joined the school for a special Big School assembly in the Auditorium on Monday. Following 

exciting video clips of his wins at the World Indoor Championships in Glasgow (2024) and the World 

Athletics Championships in Tokyo, the double World Champion and New Zealand record holder spoke 

briefly to the school, followed by a Q&A session.  

 

He highlighted the importance of balance in sport during 

school, especially recalling the excitement of winning the 

House Hockey Final when his Harvey team defeated the 

red-hot favourites. I added a memory of Geordie flying 

back from Tasmania after representing New Zealand 

Secondary Schools in Australia, just in time to play for 

Whanganui Collegiate School’s 1st XI at Tournament 

Week in Hawke’s Bay.  

 

Geordie shared how the team aspect at Northern Arizona 

University in Flagstaff was one of the reasons he chose to study there on a USA Track Scholarship. He was 

never the top cross-country runner at NAU, but contributed to three consecutive NCAA Division 1 team 

titles. Similarly, at WCS, he won team gold in Year 11 in the Senior 3-to-score event, finishing as our third 

scorer in 26th position.  

 

He gave valuable advice about researching and asking questions for those considering a USA scholarship, 

and spoke about managing the highs and lows of sport and the importance of the wider sporting team. 

 

There was a real buzz as students left the Auditorium, highlighting the impact of strong role models. 

 

 

 

 

 



Club Night 

The only predictable thing about spring weather is its unpredictability. As ever, the first Club Night of the 

season featured wind, and then a downpour during the final 100-metre races. It was great to see over 100 

athletes attending the opening night, with a strong Whanganui Collegiate School turnout; perhaps inspired 

by Geordie Beamish! 

Juliet McKinlay was the standout performer of the evening, winning 

the 200-metre hurdles and later adding victories in the shot put and 

100 metres.  

Presley Bretherton won the long jump with a 5.56-metre leap, just 8 

centimetres shy of his personal best. He also won the 100 metres 

and stepped up in distance to win the 400 metres. 

Izzy Benefield opened his season with a personal best of 11.97 

metres in the shot put, and Noah Orlowski ran a big personal best in 

the 1500m to finish third (4:49.09). Tilly Darke was the girls’ winner, 

while Zoe Broadhead and Sophie Dunlop ran 1000 metres within 

the 1500-metre race, both setting personal bests. 

 

Name   Event   Performance Position   Notes 

Juliet McKinlay  100m  A race   13.11  1 

Juliet McKinlay  200m H   30.92  1 

Juliet McKinlay  Shot   9.57  1  3 Kg Shot 

Josie Koubaridis  100m  B race  15.12  2 

Phoebe Corin  100m B race  15.14  3 

Phoebe Corin  Shot   9.19  2 

Lucas Bishop  100m A race  11.98  3 

Presley Bretherton 100m B race  12.38  1 

Presley Bretherton Long Jump  5.56  1   8 centimetres below PB 

Presley Bretherton 400m   1:00.50  1  Good to see Presley step a distance 

Tora Naivinit  100m B race   13.56  4 

Barry Kobayashi  100m B Race  13.98  5 

Ryan Arnott  100m B Race  14.27  6 

Ryan Arnott  400m   1:05.65  3 

Ryan Arnott  Long Jump  4.66  4 

Henry Johnston  100m    B Race  14.30  7 

Daniel Sherborne 100m C Race  14.39  6 

Daniel Sherborne Long Jump  4.71  3 

Nick Schrader  400m   1:13.49  4 

Noah Orlowski  1500m   4:49.09  3  PB Further sign of potential 

Tilly Darke  1500m   5:29.19  1  4th in race but first female 

Sophie Bagrie  1500m   5:41.90  2  6th in Mixed race 

Zoe Broadhead  1000m   3:24.4    Ran 1000m in 1500m PB 

Sophie Dunlop  1000m   3:31.3    Ran 1000m in 1500m PB 

Izzy Benefield  Shot   11.97  1  PB (5 Kg Shot) 

Sam Waddell  Shot   10.44  2  PB (5 Kg Shot) 

Tyler Rumble  Shot   8.82  3 

 


