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NEWSLETTER

Greetings

It has been a very busy first half of the year for our Museum and Archives. Several significant
items have been donated, plus with WCS hosting the 100th Quadrangular Rugby
Tournament there was much to do with researching the history of the tournament,
supplying information and photos to the School for the Programme as well as setting up
displays both in the Museum and in the Izard Sports Centre for the after- match gatherings.

(See full Quad article, Page 2).

Old Boy’s Rare WWI Medal
Secured and Donated

In April | had a call from Museum Trustee Peter Dickenson (PBD) WCS Master, House Master, Deputy and Acting
Headmaster, who had noticed in the press that a WW | Military Cross awarded to Old Boy Maurice G Luxford
(WCS 1906-08) was coming up for auction at Mowbray’s Collectables. Peter simply said he wanted it secured for
the Museum and that he would fund it - a very generous act for which the Museum Trust is extremely grateful. We
registered for the online auction and after some spirited bidding, we were successful. Peter presented the medal

at the conclusion of our ANZAC service.
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After leaving school Luxford worked as a law clerk, then enlisted
in May 1915 serving in Egypt and on the Western Front. As a

lieutenant in NZ Rifle Brigade he was awarded the Military Cross
for “Conspicuous Gallantry in the Field” near Le Quesnoy in 1918.

In 1919 after returning from the war he married Minola (Nola)
Pratt and shortly after they moved to Los Angles to attempt to
enter the Movie World. After a few minor roles as an extra he soon
gave up on an acting career and worked a few odd jobs to support
them both. He eventually became a Golf Professional at a country
club which led to him becoming known as ‘Mr Golf USA”. He was
Director of the Bing Crosby National Pro-Am Golf Tournament

for 25 Years held at Pebble Beach. During WW2 he organized
many Victory Golf Tournaments which raise $14 Million Dollars in
War Bonds This resulted in him being awarded the US Treasury
Award Medal ‘For Patriotic Service 1941-45’. As a result of this

he was elected the Inaugural member of the Helms Golf Hall

of Fame, which recognizes the Top Amateurs who never turned
Professional. He was also a member of the PGA Advisory Board.

He later had a sports shop in Los Angeles, dying there in 1971
Among the pall-bearers were Bing Crosby, Bob Hope, Andy
Williams and Glen Campbell. The medal came with a box of
related material including documents and photographs etc all
detailing the life of Maurice Luxford and a colourful life it was.

» FOR HIS LIFE STORY
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Peter is the great-grandson of Headmaster G R Saunders (1878-82) who introduced sport to WCS, giving the
School its colours of Black and Blue, and in 1880 its first trophy which is still competed for today.

On Peter’s previous visit in 2024 he donated a number of other sporting trophies which G R Saunders had won at
Cambridge University in the 1870s.

» FOR FULL ARTICLE

On this occasion Peter donated yet another trophy, plus G R Saunders’ father’s surgical kit used by him while
serving as a military surgeon during the Crimean War of 1853-56. The presentation was made in Big School in April.

The plaque on the case reads:

Presented to Mr George Saunders for the best report of surgical cases which occurred in the wards of St Bartholomew’s
Hospital in the year 1845.

The kit came complete with Saunders’ diary 1841-78, a We are indebted to Dr Peter Saunders for his

photo of a painting of him in military uniform, plus his generosity in donating such artifacts to our Museum

book ‘Reminiscences’ covering his time serving in the thus cementing the long association the Saunders

Crimea, the Cape, China and Japan in the 1800s. family has had with the School and Whanganui. Like
his forbears, Peter also practiced at St Bartholomew’s
Hospital for many years.

Attention Old Boys and Old Girls

Is your OBGA Register Entry Up to date? We are currently updating entries in The Register.
For the 8th edition to be published prior to the Schools 175th in 2029.

To request a copy of your current entry email
@ editor.obga2@collegiate.school.nz or @ museum@collegiate.school.nz

The Museum Trust welcomes feedback.
Your comments and questions may be sent to: @ museum@collegiate.school.nz
You can phone 027 4812324 or you can write to: WCS museum, Private Bag 3002, Whanganui

Online Presence: We continue to add items to our pages on the NZ Museums website

ehive.com/collections/3324/whanganui-collegiate-school-museum-and-archives ?,?é\v'\vl S,_F,‘JS


https://online.fliphtml5.com/sgbik/LINK-3-Saunders-Article/
mailto:editor.obga2%40collegiate.school.nz?subject=
mailto:museum%40collegiate.school.nz?subject=
mailto:museum%40collegiate.school.nz?subject=

Museum and Archives Collection Additions.

100th Quadrangular Rugby Tournament

With a special display set up in the Museum, we were very busy
with visiting Old Boys and friends from all four schools.

The main historic display consisted of 12 boards stretching
15 metres showing the full history from the first Triangular
Tournament in 1890 through to present day.

These boards were originally set up by Paddianne Neely some
years ago and are shared between the Wellington College and
WCS. Also on display were jerseys and caps
from all four schools, creating a great

atmosphere.

Big School Society Reunion g3k
For all who have left school for 50 or more years. APRIL 2-4
2027
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Museum director Richard (Wal) Bourne,
David Kirk and Nick Piper

Museum and Archives Collection Additions.

In the lead-up to Tournament we were contacted by Old Boy Nick
Eynon (G 1990) (now known as Nick Piper), a member of the winning
1990 XV. Now based in Sydney, Nick runs his own TV Company
‘Onion TV’ specialising in sports documentaries; he set about
producing a documentary of the Quadrangular Tournament.

Nick and his team arrived a few days before and spent the duration
of Tournament filming around the campus, in the Museum, at games
and functions. We look forward to viewing the documentary in due
course. Dr David Kirk (G 1974-78) President of NZ Rugby, attended
for the duration of Quad and was interviewed in the Museum .

At the end of the final game between Nelson and Wellington Head of
WCS Sport Mr Barry Touzel rescued the ball from a player who was
keen to souvenir it and has donated it to the Museum. Thanks to
Foundation President J B Stevens (S 1971-75) we also hold one of the
balls sold as Quad 100 memorabilia. Brodie also donated a souvenir
ball to each of the other Schools.

Visiting for Quad was Bill Ritchie
(S 1986-90) Captain of the 1990
winning XV who kindly donated his
1990 rugby jersey and the 1924 XV
Cap of his grandfather D A Ritchie
(5 1920-24) - 1924 being the last
year of the triangular Tournament.

The Museum Trust is a registered Charitable Trust and relies solely on the generosity of
Old Boys and Girls and Philanthropic Trusts for its funding. Donations are tax deductible.

To make a donation deposit to ANZ: 06 0793 0262210 00 (Ref your name).
If you are aware of a Trust that may respond positively to an application for funding, please contact

Richard (Wal) Bourne @museum@collegiate.school.nz
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When nominations were called for the Whanganui
Sports Hall of Fame, we nominated Old Boy Simon
Dickie (Hy 1964-68). With the nomination being
successful, Simon was posthumously inducted

in March this year. Simon’s rowing career started
at School as cox of the VIl in 1966, 67 and 68,
winning Maadi on all three occasions under coach
Peter Irvine (Hy 1945-49). Simon also coxed an
Old Boys VIl to victory at the NZ champs, gained
selection as cox for the New Zealand IV attending
the 1968 Mexico Olympics and came home with

a gold medal - an outstanding achievement for

a schoolboy. Simon went on to cox the VIII at
numerous European and World Championships
and at the 1972 Munich Olympics, again bringing Simon’s daughters Eloise
home gold. He ended his international career with and Chloe (seen here with
a bronze at the 1976 Montreal Olympics. Richard Bourne) visited

the Museum to view the
» READ THE NOMINATION SPEECH Q display we mounted, which
included one of Simon’s

The function was attended by members EVEE NZ Rowing singlets.
of his family, and a number of members of
Maadi and Olympic VIlIs he had coxed. (1%
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Eloise Dickie, J R Thurlow (OBs VIII 68), C Nilsson John Thurlow, Wybo Veldman, Chris Nilsson, Alex McLean,
(0OBs VIII 68). J B Horrocks (Maadi VIl 66-67), D M Earle Ross Collinge, Graham Shaw, Dick Joyce
(Maadi VIl 66-68), Chloe Dickie, Clementine Dickie,
W Dymock (Maadie VIII 67)

y¥r- Attention all Old Boys who leftin 1976 & 1977 43NN
j < ';_4 A 50 YEARS ON REUNION IS CALLED FOR

DATE

APRIL 2-4
2027

Register your interest at @ museum@collegiate.school.nz

i
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Also Added to the Collection

James Watt visited to donate copy of the biography
he has written about his father Dr M N Watt (WCS
1907-12). One only has to flick through the pages to
understand what a very talented and hard-working
individual Dr Watt was. We have much to thank

Dr Watt for, as it was he who organised the official
Grants of Arms from the College of Heralds to both
the School and the Old Boys’ Association, at the
time of the School’s centenary in 1954. The original
documents, complete with the wax seals of the three
Garter Knight signatories, are held and displayed in
our Museum

Jeremy Horrocks (G 1963-67) donated a significant
range of items to be added to the family collection
including 21 tankard sporting trophies, caps and
badges won by his father A B Horrocks (G 1930-34)
plus his own Rowing and Rugby Caps and the Rugby
cap of his son R B Horrocks (G 1993-96). These items
complement AB’s photo album covering his years at
School, plus Jeremy’s own rowing scrapbook of 1966-
67 detailing the training programmes undertaken to
win Maadi in those years.

The family of B V Innes

(G 1923-30) sent his 1930
Tst XV rugby cap and two
cricket medals to be added
to his collection of 21 pewter
tankards donated in 2020.

Local law firm Moore Law R J Moore (M 1992-96) were having a clear out and
came across an old WCS College Board Deed Box inherited from the old firm
of Jack Riddet Tripe. Among other things, the box contained copies of old
College Estate Residential leases dating back to the early 1900s.

St Georges School Centenary 2027

George's . o
E:I . E For information go to

@ www.stgeorges.school.nz/community/alumni


http://www.stgeorges.school.nz/community/alumni
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In January Mike Dodgshun Margaret Hawken wife of

(G 1966-69) visited and gave Simon (Hy 1953-55) visited

a selection of prizegiving and donated two book prizes

programmes and photos from awarded to her father ADD

his father K C Dodgshun’s McLean (G 1926-29) in 1927

(G 1942-45) years adding to for French and Latin. The rowing cap and blazer

items previously given and of A P Griffiths (M 1954-58)
now displayed. were kindly donated by his

daughter Helen.

In February we were visited by

Ken Wyley (H 1955-59) who donated
a range of items including his House
Colours and 2nd XV badges, a
selection of programmes plus
House and School photos as well as
a St George’s School Chronicle

and photos.

Visitors

We were delighted to host Bev Harrison and Adrienne Bolt from Lindisfarne
College who, having heard of our Museum, visited seeking advice on setting
up a School Archives. We wish them all the best with their project and are
happy to assist if required.

Big School Society Reunion g3k
For all who have left school for 50 or more years. APRIL 2-4
2027

museum@collegiate.school.nz
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Death of Queen Victoria

“On 2nd February a very impressive Memorial Service
was held in memory of our late Queen. The Chapel had
been fittingly decorated for the occasion, being hung
with purple and black, interspersed with white flowers
and the entwined flags”. The Queen had reigned for
over 63 years; at the Evening Service the following
Sunday, “God Save the King” [Edward VII] was sung for
the first time in the School Chapel.

Uniform: in 1901 WCS became the first secondary
school in NZ to adopt a uniform; the 1st XV poses here
in everyday garb modeled on that of Loretto School in
Scotland. Having visited Loretto, HM Walter Empson
was impressed by “the Loretto way” of running a
school. Headmaster Dr Almond had written “that high
collars enfeeble the throat which, when out of doors,
should be exposed to all with winds that blow - we
have hardly any colds at Loretto. The one principle of
Loretto is rationality, everything flows from that, and |
am sure that the battle of rationality has to be fought
on the battlefield of clothes. Men wear far too much as
arule”.

Looking Back. Reported from the pages of the Collegian.

Buildings: “Thanks to Mr Dunn and a very large
number of willing (student) assistants we are now in
possession of a fine new class-room 30 by 20 feet

[9.1 x 6.1 metres] and a drying-room 20 by 20 feet.

The School owes a heavy debt of gratitude to Mr Dunn
for the buildings which he has erected - the Cricket
Pavilion, Carpenters’ Shop, Music Room, Laboratory,
Science Class-room, Bicycle Shed and lastly the two
rooms mentioned above are all due to his industry and
ability, combined, of course, with the assistance of one
or two generations of amateur workmen™.

Library: “To stop the rapidly increasing supply of
light “trashy” books, it was found necessary this term
to reject about 60 books of this nature”. A Library
Committee meeting decided which books to reject and
which more solid reading matter to introduce.

Sickness: “Our old enemy, the influenza, succeeded
in obtaining many victims before being finally beaten off
by quinine”. It was suggested that the hitherto unbeaten
1st Xl may have lost three consecutive matches by a
rather large margin due to the absence through illness
of several prominent members of the team.

Printing Press: The new press was proving of great
assistance in executing numerous orders; fifty jobs of
different kinds are regularly got through every term.
Financially the press produces a very satisfactory
result, eg: listing all teams back to 1883, at a cost of
about £10.

Printing Room of 1901, the Press referred to is
now in our Museum



Australian Commonwealth Inauguration:
Twelve boys spent several days sightseeing in Sydney
prior to the ceremony for the inauguration of the
Australian Commonwealth on the 1st of January.

Snow! 5th July will be marked “evermore with white
in our annals. Two to three inches of snow all over the
country was an unparalleled spectacle in Wanganui;
unparalleled, too, was the glorious combat on the First
Club ground; unparalleled, likewise, the consequent
chilblains”.

School Song: The Collegian published the four
verses written by former student W S Marris (WCS
1885-89), which began with “Two hundred throats take
up the strain....”.

Electric Light: “No longer do we toil in semi-
darkness; no longer is our train of thought broken by
the moaning and popping of the gas; no longer do we
work in an atmosphere saturated with coal gas, marsh
gas, carbon monoxide and dioxide, and the smell of
burnt or burning moths. No longer do we grope in the
dark for matches, only to find that somebody else

has them, or that the box is empty! But now we live
and work in luxury. A mere twitch of the finger against
a small metal knob, and the room is filled with a
wonderful light. Another twitch, and behold - darkness!
We hold light at our finger tips!”

Ju Jitsu: A short lecture by ju-jitsu champion of the
world Captain Leopold Maclagan ended with his wish
to give a series of 10 lessons at the School; 94 boys
responded; soon after classes were held in Big School
over successive evenings.

Golf: “Much work has been done on the School golf
course this year.... the greens are very much smoother,
and the fairways much cleaner, all the ice-plant and
gorse having been completely done away with. This will
be a blessing to inaccurate players, for their balls will
last twice as long as they did last year. This does not
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Looking Back. Reported from the pages of the Collegian.

mean that inaccuracy will not be punished. It will- there
are plenty of bunkers, and they are very well placed”.

Athletics: A E Porritt (DB/G 1914-18) - bronze
medalist in the 100 metres at the 1924 Paris Olympics
- “has again been distinguishing himself in the athletic
world, having run for Oxford in December 1925 in the
University relay races and in the half mile and hurdles.
The latter was the one race out of four which Oxford
won, and it was Porritt who won it”. In February of
1926 while running in the 220 hurdles, a fall resulted
in sprains to both wrists plus “several nasty cuts

and abrasions”; gastric influenza set in and a day or
two later came blood poisoning, accompanied by
symptoms of tetanus™.

War Memorial Scholarships: The Old Boys’
Association called for applications for Scholarships, for
girls or boys, children of Old Boys killed in the Great
War or who died as a result of the War”.

Chapel - New Organ: The destruction of the
Memorial Organ by the fire on the SS Kent in the
Auckland Harbour during the shipping strike in
September 1925 was a great disappointment to the
School and our Association. The delay is a great
inconvenience, as the old organ has been removed. Mr
Lawton left for Aberdeen early in October to replace the
parts destroyed, urged to do this as soon as possible.

Chapel showing Organ from old chapel



The death of Thomas Allison (OB #49, WCS 1867-72)
was reported; the first Old Boy representative on the
School’s Board of Trustees, he was a pupil during Mr
Godwin’s time. He was a local astronomer of note who,
along with Joseph Ward set up the Ward Observatory
in Whanganui. His personal telescope was gifted to the
School in his will.

The full story of the Allison telescope - now displayed
in the McKinnon Admin building can be
» VIEWED '

Boxing: “Entries this year were quite good, and
although the standard was not very high except in the
final of the light and middleweights, some keen boxing
was seen. A general criticism is that the competitors lack
training. As there are no facilities for training whatsoever
in the “gym,” one cannot hope for a very high standard...
the lights are worse than ever, and the floor more rickety
- let us hope the day is not far off when we shall have a
better place in which to stage our battles”.

School Roll: 341 (Selwyn 66, Grey 67, Hadfield 68,
Harvey 71, Marris 69)

Old Gym: The old Gym has now been pulled down and
all that is left of it is that part which has been used as a
garage. It is a useful building but has no aesthetic merit.

The Gym had been the ‘Big School Room’ at the old
school in Victoria Avenue relocated in 1912.

10
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The Printing Room: “Began with 16 enthusiasts,
and as usual has been doing a variety of useful small
jobs for the School such as House lists, swimming
sports programmes, measurement records and order
cards, as well as work for individual boys like Christmas
cards and dance invitations”.

School Cadets & Air Training Corps: While

it had been hoped that the School units would go into
camp at Linton and Ohakea respectively, this became
impossible when servicemen were required under
emergency regulations to provide labour to operate the
waterfront owing to the 150-day waterside workers’ strike.

Cricket: “Mr Arthur Gilligan,
English test cricketer 1922-25,
noted cricket commentator and
brother of our Headmaster, spoke
to the School”.

Scout Troop: November saw
26 boys attending the annual
camp at Raorikia, with time spent
hiking, climbing, pig shooting,
raft building and bridge building.
A survey was done of the area in which the camp was
held, resulting in the production of an excellent large-
scale map.

o

Air Training Corps: The School Unit is this year
parading, as a part of A Company, with the remainder
of the Battalion. However, the specialised work of

the Unit has proceeded as usual with instruction

on Meteorology, Navigation, Airmanship, Aircraft
Recognition, Engines, and Physics given by the Unit’s
NCOs, while assistance has also been received from
Sergeant Milne, RNZAF. The Squadron strength
stands at 48 who make up two flights which specialise
respectively in aircrew and ground staff work.

The School Library has been “thoroughly
remodeled and redecorated. The bookshelves now run all
round the room, projecting stacks having been removed,
an attractive linoleum has been laid and enough small
tables and chairs provided to accommodate a whole
form comfortably. It will now be possible for classes to
be taken in there and for the use of the Library to be
encouraged as it never has been before.”

ERNN 77| ) [! llm[ "“ ' I
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The library upstairs at the Chapel end of Big School -
prior to being remodelled
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A major article - What Of The Future? (not attributed
to any one person) discussed problems facing WCS.
Since the War’s end in 1945 there had been a serious
shortage of domestic labour; “it is idle to pretend

that this is merely a temporary discomfort which will
disappear as soon as times are “normal” again. We may
as well face the fact that for our generation the times we
are living in are “normal” now, and that if any change for
the better is to take place it can only be as the result of
our own efforts to recognise and cope with the problem”.

This concerned a number of people - Parents, who want
the best possible education for their sons in return for the
mounting school fees; Trustees, who have to grapple with
rising costs; the Steward and his staff, who are struggling
manfully to keep their side of the school running with
insufficient hands; Masters, who have to carry out the
purposes for which the School exists; and boys, who find
themselves having to devote more and more of their time
to necessary but rather dull domestic work.

St. George’s School, Upcoming Silver

Jubilee 1952: A decision had been reached by St
George’s that a suitable way of commemorating the
event would be to build their own Chapel; fund-raising
has already met with a generous result.

Rowing: Held on the home course, the annual race
saw Christ’s College defeat WCS by one length, while
House Rowing went to Hadfield.

WCS Sports: The Swimming Championships saw
Mark Irwin win the Senior title, Peter Barker the Junior;
in Athletics Jonathan Tidswell won the Senior title by
a half-point from David Tolhurst, while Peter Rose and
Michael Stockdale were first equal for the Junior title.

Bursar Retires: Bursar to the Board of Trustees,
WCS & St George’s since 1967, Mr Athol Kirk, competed
his tenure; he saw many projects undertaken, not only
physical buildings but also freeholding of land, and
purchasing blocks for forestry.

Retiring Bursar Athol Kirk with new Bursar
Peter Stewart (S 1957-60)
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Mr Jim Wallace, Grey
Housemaster and respected rugby
coach, published The Rugby
Game - A Manual for Coaches and
Players.

Harvey House upgrading
was well under way; the shell of
the new wing, containing sports
changing room, showers and
drying room for the whole House,
has been set into the bank, and a dormitory/work area
for 16 senior boys constructed above.

Community Service by the School: Although
the School had always been involved in local
community service, it was timely to acknowledge
what was being done. Along with gardening and lawn-
mowing through Toc H, there was the connection with
Holdsworth School operated by the Social Welfare
Dept for boys of 8-12 years, with assistance for their
chapel services, sports teams, remedial schoolwork
and hobbies nights; Whanganui Intermediate also
benefited from remedial work.

Share Investment Group: Business studies
students joined this substitute for the now-defunct
National Business Management Game. Twenty central
North Island schools entered, along with a team

from Massey University. Each team had $10,000 (in
theory), and every fortnight shares at ruling market
prices could be bought or sold. Funds were soon built
up and company reports eagerly scanned for news of
developments. Such was our early success that one
team member actually purchased shares on the basis
of knowledge gleaned and then sold out at a profit
within a few weeks. The WCS team finished third, just
$100 away from the leader.

Retiring Librarian J B Willis outlined some
pertinent thoughts for his successor:

«Your task is to persuade boys to read books at a time
in their lives when there are many other delightful
things to do.

«Most human vices can be observed from your office.
You cannot stop boys from doing things that wreck
the peaceful and enjoyable library environment,
nor can you prevent careless interference with the
circulation of books. In particular you cannot prevent
theft.

o You should seek the goodwill of your customers by
grumbling as little as you can and by providing them
with the books they want to read.

«Do not imagine that staff habits are greatly different
from those of boys - they too are human.

1



« If the place becomes very untidy it will be
“rubbished”, if you insist on too much tidiness it will
be avoided.

«The customer must be treated as if he were right
even when he asks for the impossible and offers
unbelievable explanations for misdemeanors.

eIt is not your Library - it belongs to the School
community.

Clubs: Club Activities reported on included: Art,
Bridge, Chess, Music, Woodwork, 3rd Form (Yr 9
Drama), Camera, Astronomical, Expedition, Fly Fishing,
Electronics, Literary, Geology, Railway Modellers,
Music Society, Motor Transport.

150th Commemorations in 2004: Early in
2001 the campaign to celebrate this School’s 150th
anniversary was officially launched. Over the next three
years a Committee would be working on the planning,
the involvement and participation of many, for a major
weekend in March of 2004.

Rowing, Maadi Cup: Winning the final of the U19
VIl on Lake Karapiro saw our WCS crew make it back-
to-back victories, returning the coveted trophy to
Whanganui for the 16th time, with the Quad winning the
Trevor Coker Shield. Cox Jeff Dickie was selected for
the NZ Secondary School crew to compete in Germany.

———

————— -
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Drama Tour: From 5 - 25 January eleven students
of Drama were based at several schools in England

& Scotland (Greshams, Loretto, Gordonstoun being
just three), performing, sightseeing, and enjoying
professional London theatre.

French Tour to New Caledonia: sSix students
participated, enjoying the tropical atmosphere,
sightseeing, being accommodated in home-stays, all
the while immersed in speaking French.

Cricket Tour to Geelong, Australia: The
Tunbridge Cricket Festival was a great experience

for all of the members of the side; the nature of the
competitive opposition and beautiful grounds helped
to make the tour most enjoyable. Centuries by

S Baldwin and B Collier were highlights of the tour.

Netball Tour to Sydney, Australia: In
late June twelve girls played in the Senior Netball
competition of the Pymble Ladies’ College 85th
Anniversary Sports Tournament. Tournament.
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This newsletter has been compiled
and produced by real people E&OE.
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